A Beloved Ruler Returns                [1804
Events, however, were happening in the immediate theatre
of war which caused the Governor-General to change his
plans. Holkar was now in full retreat before Lake's forces,
and on June i8th General Wellesley received orders to break
up the army.
He was now free to leave India as soon as he had wound
up public affairs. His plan was to pay a short visit to
Seringapatam and Madras, and to repair to Calcutta some-
time in August.
Richard, not being quite sure of the inscrutable Arthur's
intentions, was champing with anxiety lest he should depart
from India without first seeing him.
His Lordship has already apprized you of his anxiety to secure the
advantage of your judgement and experience in the decision of several
political and military questions of the utmost importance . . . [wrote
Major Shawe]. In addition to these public considerations his Lordship
desires me to say that after a separation of five years the desire to see
you once more before you quit India has a naturally great share in the
anxiety with which he wishes to urge you to come to Bengal.1
On June the 24th General Wellesley took farewell of his
army at Poonah, and the middle of July saw him home again
in Seringapatam, whose people waited with affectionate pride
for the return of their beloved ruler. It was nearly eighteen
months since he left them; and now he was coming back
a mighty conqueror, crowned with the laurels of Assye and
Argaum.
But it was not for his victories only that they loved and
revered him, dear as these were to native pride; it was for
the straightness of his dealings, the impartiality of his justice,
and above all, for the ceaseless care he had bestowed upon
their welfare from the first moment that he had shouldered
the burden of government. Their gratitude flowed out
towards him, and found expression in the beautiful address
of welcome which must ever remain as the crowning honour
of his Indian career.
1 British Museum Add. MS. i37?8> folio 127.
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